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• 
Women have the intelligence, the perserver~nce, fild. 

the honesty of purpose to assist in the uplifting of the 

They ha ve a strength which should not be n.-.~~~d &..s/fa St .. t e. 

aside in the struggle for better things. They are the 

,_...,, complement of men and in the purest sense their co-workers. 

In this beljef I e~rnestly • sk the consider tion of the 

follo ring reasons why the pro)osed amendment granting equal 

suff♦r ge to omen should be adopted: 

The reasons why women should vote are the same as the 

reasons why men shoul vote, the same as the reasons for having 

a republic rather than a monarchy. To vote is simply 

to express one's opinion. . ... ballot is the instrument used. 

Speaking generally the only real ... ua lification governing 

its use is intelligence, for without intelligence one's 

opinion on any subject is worthless. 

Equal suffrage would increa se the proportion of 

educated voters. The hi 0 h schools of every state in the Tnion 

are graduating more girls t h n boys - oft en twice or 

three tirn es as many. 

There are, in the schools of California, 

teachers, of whom 85 per cent a re women. The teaching of 

civics is oblig· .tory. Is it fa ir to ex
1
0ect a womaL, 

without that l a st si ~n of civic responsibility, the ballot, 

to possess such comprehending a nd pr a ctical knowledg e of 

public affairs and mach inery a s woul d mak e her a n inspiring 
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teacher of civics for boys who already feel their importance 

as future voters and officeholders? Is she in a dignified 

posi tton to do so? How can she teach the great truths of 

democracy - that it derives its authority from the 

etern 1 ri~hts of nature; that a nation includes all its 

social elements and forces; tbat a true national representation, 

therefore, :qiust include a.11 these; that if one of these 

forces is neglected, the desire of this neglected force to be 

represented will inveitably lead to the nee essi ty for a 

radical change; that the very purpose of the existence al the 

nation is the progressive development, happiness, and 

activity of all its social elements and forces - how can 

she teach theoe truths and explain the non::--)e resenta.tion of 

women to clear sighted boys and girls? 

t~rornen a.re consqientious, and it v:.ould cre:. .. te a large 

reserve vote for civic right \ eousness. Those elements of 

the community who are least controlled by the dj_ctates of 
. 

conscience are always found among the opponents of 

equ'-1 suff rage. 

~he is interested directly in good government, bad laws 

and the non-enforcement o;f good laws, directlJ Ci-1:'fect her 

in all of her relations, as home-keeper, wage-earner, 

t ... nd man's co-worker. 
I 

roperty rights should be ret,resented 

on the same basis for men and women. It is fair and right 

that those who must _pay taxes should have a voice as to 

the si:ze of the tax and the Yvay it shall be spent. 
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The inalienable rights of person as they are effected 

by legislation r1ust be 1)reserved. to women ~nd no one can 

fully represent her in framing laws which deal wtth them. 

Representative democracw without equal suffj rage is 

impossible, beacuse it i.s only through this form of 

government tbs. t p eopl·e who are su1)j ect to laws may have a 

voice jn makine them. Restriction of the_ franchise tends to 

encourage aristoc ,racy, while equal suff~rage will encourage 

democracy. 

I.t~.c LUENCE. 

omen all over the United States huve accomplished 

much civic work without tl e 1D llot. ·1any of the laws and 

reforms of the present day relative to the wel\ f· re of 

the child, the protection of' women, and of public health and 

morals have been ins ired nd secured by ?omen, but they huve 

had to arrive at this result by getting someone else to do 

the work for them. That is what an a' peal to ~y 

or a rate L islature means to a woman vd thout a vote. 

She must get someone to ad.opt her views and do the work for 

her. 

vomen should have the right to express their 

opinions on public mc1.tters in a straight fonvard, simple, 

direct manner, and they should receive such consideration 

as every citizen desires. Woman can take part in public 

affairs in a womanly way, and it is because she is a woman 

that her counsel &.nd opinion~._l.re valuable. 
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---·w~•OM.t~N' THE HOME. ~------~ .... ~ ...... ~ .. 
She is the happiest among women who is blessed with 

a home and. a family. If women vote it will not destroy 

the home. It only means~ short time once or twice a 

year to g o to -the poles and deposit a marked · piece o-f paper, 

and during these few minutes she wields a power that is ~oing 

more to protect her home and. all other homes than any other 

possible influence, and she need not neglect her household 

nor her children in order to do it. :dlmost any woman 

has enough time to go to the poles, and enough time to 

inform herself so she can vote intelli ently. It has been 

said that to en~er the political arena woman must give up 

., h • t t Th1· s fear 1.· s 1 • • ,;~ 0 th ner ome 1n eres s. on y 1.mag1.na L.w~ n e 
1\ 

contrary, she w•ill stic r: closer to her home after having 

reached the goal of her ambition. She will beautify it, 

make it more attractive. She will embrace the vast dominions 

of life, its pains and duties. Sh e will J ove it nd 

defend it with devotion and zeal. Her personality, enlarged 

by the proofs of he~ extended ~ctivity, will raise the 
' standa rd of home higher than ever. 'T, ving become an 

individuality herself, she ~,,ill respect the individuality of 

her husband and children. 

_ The feeling of responsibility will develop her mind, 

and woman who carl!ies on her shoulders human destiny, will . f\ 

~ to h • ht - e1.6 s. 

There will be fewer misunderstead husb '_,nds 6- nd more 
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• 
understanding wives. The home, far from su1fering, will 

gain by woman's extended sphere of ctivity/ 

Governor Bryant B. Brooks of j'yuming said: "In the first 

place, let me say tba. t nothing can be ·so far from the 
.,, 

truth as the idea that worn n sufft r ge ha s the slightest 

tendency to disrupt the home. Indeed it has the very 

opposite effect." Gov. Francis E. Warren of TVyoming testified: 
_/ 

"I have seen much of the working of womu.n suff r - ge. I have 

yet to hear of the first case of domestic discord therefrom." 

Chief Justice Joseph W. Fisher testified: " I have seen the 

effect of woma~ suff, rage. Inste~d of encouraging fraud and 

corruption it ter:ds greatly to purify elections." 

Theodore Roosevelt, says: " I believe in the 

rights of v.,-,oman just as much as I do in those of man, and 

indeed a little more. She can do the best work in her home 

if she has healt4y outside interests e nd occupations&~ 

in addttion.u 
(bl 

·wofusn in their homes a re $esponsible for the health, 
11 

cl eanliness, and the comfort of their families. Many of the 

industries which women formerly controlled in their own 

homes have become matters oye1ty a n ministration, 

so it is not fair to hold woman responsible for the cleanliness 

and healthfulness of food, a nd the prevention of disease 

unless she has a right to an opinion bout t h ese matters, 

now that they a re public questions. Th e solution of the 

r)roblem of p{ties which involve unsanit :... r y housing, pois nous 

sewag e, infant mort ality, inpure milk, juvenile crime, 
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prostitution h.nd drunkenness should. ha ve the help of 

minds which have in the past attempted to care for children, 

clean homes, to -p rep re foods, a nd isolate the family from 

moral dangers. 

Ho·wever much all C· lifornia women would. like to stay 

in their homes they can. ot do so. ..:.:.iconomic conditions 
_l 

have forced women to su~port themoelves and others. They 

h~4ve been carried by necessity into all the professions and 

industries. These relations are constantly affected by 

restraining/ or remedial leeislation in which women have a 

right to be heard. 

WO.L:1A.N SUFF 

;loman suffrage never has failed where it has been 

erant ed. No state or nation ha s ever rep.e~led it when once 

conferred. 

OM UFFTib. G ,;1 .tJ OT ~ N I JHOV .. rrt I ON. 

Suffrr;: ge can ot noH, when considered in its broad 

a spect, be called an innovation. 

ln more than h alf the states in the Union women have 

the sh1,.ool ballot, b..nd thej_r votes occa sionally turn the 

scales in a school election. In ~ngland, Scotla nd, Irel~nd, 

Cana da, Yansa s, Swed.en; an<i elsewhere1women h[.. Ve the 

municipal ballot 1 a nd t h eir votes h?..ve effectively inf luenc 

such elections. In t yoming, Colora do, Ut a h, Ida ho, Wd shington, 

],in~a nd, 1 orway, /, ustra li~ a nd New Zeala nd thou sands of F Omen 
) 

vote for ~11 elective officero , incluc ing the highest. 
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Ste tistics show tbat \Vhere omen h ve equal suffrage 

,ri.ith men a s large a proportion of women vote c..S men, and a t 
recent census in Nev;:: Zedla nd showed that jn the l a st general 

elect j_on a t rifle larger p cent ge of women voted than did the 

men. 

New Zeala nd gave ~omen the ballot in 1893, ' nd sociolo­

gists decla re tl1at all th~ magnificent reforn1s v,hich have put 

New Zealand in the foremost rank of ci viliz&.tion, h..;.Ve had the 

support of women often in O•)position to the timid conservtl,tism 
~ -

ICL,..,. 
of men, The other ustral4'1n states have given suffrage to 

I 

wo en ~nd recently the senate of ·eder~ted · ustr lia adopted 

' resolt.t'ions expressing satisfaction at the beneficial v:.rorkings 

of women suffraee, a nd urging that all nations enjoying a 

renresentative governme J.t would be well udvised in ranting 

votes to women . 

. 11 people ought to be willing to tru.st the fairness 

of Julia Ward Hovve. 

of the enfra nchised 

Mrs. Hoe wro~ the ministers ~nd editors 

ates, a sking t imoarti~ lly whether 

the results of equal suffrage had been good or bad. he 

received 624 answers, 62 oppo s e, 

in favor. 

COI/JRADO. 

4. c o n t · ·1.-:- e c ,:::-.., , . _ ., ... Yl .. ;.; 1 • - u . - , \. ·-- - u 

Judc: e Lind,:,ey· v~: rites in the Februa ry Deli1H.,~tor: 

"It, v1oman suf fra r e, ha s been one of the g rea t bells th t 
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has aroused Colorado to th work of flushin° ,,.t:::!:. from its 
~ 

politics, bettering economic : conditions, mitiga tin~- the 

cruel ti es of industrialism, promoting e ual a nd exa.ct 

justice, und mbking a more wholesome a nd expansive env~ronrnent. 

• TO these ends, in the short space of seventeen years, it 

has aided in placing a score of needed lavvs on the statute 

books -- it has raj_sed new standa.ra.s of public service, of 

pol t tical morality and of officjb.l nonesty." 

THE S-r7i T_LE ELECTION. 

of rashington is on our own coast, with a 

het ""rogene ous opulation in Ch e. racter much like that of 

Calif'ornio.; ueattle ha.s its municipal problems ct.kin to those 

of San Francisco and Los ~n 0eles. mayor elected on 

liberal platform, wide-open town, creat~ng a mor·l atmosphere 

that wa s contra.ry \both to good government and e;ood homes 

was subject to the provisions of the recall. n ideal can-

didate, Dilling, 0)posea. t11e incum ent, Gill, .horn the 

interest favored, and who w~s a favorite in the election 

forecasts. The early returns showed Gill far in the ledd -

they were from the lov. er p :r: ecints of where vice 

.nd privilege rule, c.nd w: ere fevv vrnmen lived or voted. 

s the polling proceeded tov1, .rds the residenti 1 di tricts 

the tide began to turn until G·ill Vh-.iS engulfed. in the a d.verse 

vote of the home districts, v.r~1ere 20,000 out of 23,000 

registered women voted. 
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In the elimination primary for the ensuing councilrrQnic 

election more women proportionally tlio.n men voted and chose 

the be.-Jt municipal ti.cliet 
1
_1resented to Seattle. ... careful 

scrutiny of these elections cloev not reveal hysteri ...... , deserted 

homes or the predomi~ ting influence of the ignorant and 

non-res11 ectable women. But it do es sho1,,ir that the women 

of eattle were sensible of the fc ct that the moru.l 

atmosphere of the communitJ is the best prot ction that the 

home c n have. 

It j s hic;hly significc:1.nt that the women who Te 

doing either voltm.teer or paid social ·ork all over this 

country, are .lmo st unanimous in their belie that they could 

do their vrnrk better if they could vote. Th_, women V/ho 

are cloing vali nt service on civic committees and l)le.~f_f;round 

commissions, t"11ose wor .. ing for a 1')roper milk su1ervision, 

the robat::i.on officers, those on the housing commissions, 

all the noble women ho are giving timeJ ~nd co1sider tion 

to philanthropic work, t1-ese women know actual conditions, 

they come in contact ~ith realitjes. Jdne ddams feels 

that she could do her v·ork better Ii th the ballot. 0 does 

Flo:eence Kelley, ~lla. fla~ Young, an<.l the ot, er hosts of 

women v~ho .-. :re devot.:.ng t"'1ej:r lives to the ·· el fa1 e of 

women '3. nd children and the uplift of the race. 
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' 11 the argu.1rents ag inst vvomun suffra,ge have been 

nnswered by the o-perd.tion of equal suffr.:.tge in -rew Ze· land, 

ustr'""'li 0 , iinland, Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho ancl Utah. Hon. 

JT • . . Reeves, agent genero.l for ... 'Yew Zealand after commending 
) 

the good influence of woman suffrage in that countrJ'T said: 

"nd this widens women's lives, bri htens their intel lects, 

mc:.,kes their lives fuller and more useful to the country and 

none the less charming in the domestic circle." Charles 

Edward Russel said: "I h ve seen a great manJ Nmr. Zealand 

households and they seemed exactly as well orderel, as bright, 
. 

cheerful and ha,)py as ane1 otbe1 households anJ'"'Vilhere on this 

celestial globe." J.B. Connally, United States Counsul t 

ucklar.:.d, New Zealc .. nd, wrote• "The lc..te election refutes the 

charges made by the o~ponents of female suffrage that ~omen 

are incapable, o ing to their inex erience in politic~l 

aff~irs to exercise the privilege intelligently; they have 

fully demonstrated their unmistakable capacity in this 

res _,ect be:yond the possibilitJ of a doubt, by their 

keen appreciation of the issues involved nd the s ensible 

dis~ri~ i~ation they h~ve disulayed in the selection of 

candidates." The Right :-ronorable Sir Joseph ~ rd, Premier of 

New Zealand) said: ''I~ my opinion the result8 of enfranchising 

the women of Hew Zealand ha ve been w_olly beneficial. 

Tue statement that the pov~•er to vote renders E:. ,oman less 
(111 

attr!~,ctive or less compaL\able ts utter nonsense. It enl ~ rges 

their mental horizon a nd inculca tes ~olerc.:.nce. ' ..._Jroposal 

-10-



• 
to establish a se x line in politics would no1.7 be luuehed t." 

Mr. Louis Br~ndeis is an eminent publicist, whose 

devotion to the common welfare hJ.s brought him fame for 

many years.' st, he is also a keen l~wyer and a practical man 

of affairs. That is proved by his brilliant handling of the 

PinchotfBallinger case, Qnd by his remarkably successful 

presentation of the claims of the &stern shi .... pers in the 

recent much discussed investigation of railway rates 

1Jefore the Interstate Comr1erce Commission. ."rhen, therefcre, 

Mr. Ba""L ndeis, aft er frankly c~dmi ttin~ that he used to be 

opposed to equal suffrage, w-eiii O.l'l te say,t/ "My ch· nge of 

opinion has been the result of my own experience in various 

movements with which I have been connected, in e:cdeavoring to 

solve the social, economic ~nd Jolitical problems which 

h t d t} 1 f • • t t. 1✓ H. d ht _ ave pres en e 1emse ves rom 't 1me o 1me, is ,,1or s oug 

to carry conviction. 

Dr. d a.rd Devine, • [it or of the "Survey , fn eral 

of the Jfow York Charity rg niz&tion ociety/ nd 

Schiff _rofesscr of Politcal Economy at Columbia, who ts 

admittedly our best uthority on charity work, said: "What 

appe ls to me is the substantrial value, for the adv~ncement 

of all the specific causes in v;i-hich I am int er est, of the 

active participation of women in the t sks of citizenship; 

and the b llot seems to me an ul ti1~at e , nd m!...., t erjal expression 

of all other mleans of influence on public t;i,ffairs." 

In courts o:t lt.-w expert evidence · is :regarded as 
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strong :proof. :Iereafter, v.hen "expediency" of woma n 

suffrage is in question, the exp erience of these men and 

1,1-,, omen whose public services ha ve ma cle them kno\ n all over 

the country cannot be overlooked. 

C 

That many thousands of women in thi~ state do want 

the ballot, and want it very much, is sho vn by th activity 

of the suffrage organizc·ti.on S .. There '•1re. fifty of them in this 

state working h~rd for this reform. Many other clubs nd 

organizations of women in California have endorsed the suffrage 
v 

movement, among them the Sta.te Federatj_on of\ men's Clubs, ,,.. 

rEpresenting 30,000 women, the Women's Parlirnent, representing 

nearly 8,000 members; the Hother's Cone ress, re)resenting 

7,500 omen; filhe State ec1eration of Kurses, ana. the eder(..A.tjon 

of College .omen's Clubs. These -- re only· fev, of the organ­

izations which have formerly signified their desire for the 

ballot. There a re manJr others so that the sta tement that only 

ci minority of women want to vote, is s~own to be unsubstantiated. 

In fc1,ct, more women are asking for the ballot than have any 

disfr&nchieed. class of men in the history of the 1norld. 

I have heard i ~ conten l ed that worn n suffra ge would bring 

to the polls a mass o f unre~vsoning voters who 1ould become the 

prey of uns~rupulous politicians. But un8crupulous politicians, 

hovvever(, bad1 :..i-re not fools. They ha ve given a .~higher estimate 

of the abilitl and' virtue of women voters th~n many good. men 

and women. lmost to a man theJ do not want women to vote. 

nd who ever heard unscrupulous politicians compl ining 



• 
that ignorankor vicious people are allowed to vote? Un­

scrupulous politjcj_ans are more concerned lest v:omen will 

vote for morality ancl decency tban that they will vote ~ the 

bidding of bribers, tricksters ·:_nd grafters. Conceding>as 

\'le must do t1w.t the ballot is a moral force - that morality 

has entered our politics, the moral force of women is 
~ crippled by the denial of the ballot , nd hence that den~ l 

rett•rds the } dva.ncement of truth and justice. 

It is only after strenuous efforts that California bids 

fair to restore the government tf this St(;,;,te to the people. 
I 'h-, 

But in these conditions I find a reply to opponents of 

woman suffrage who affect to distrust the abilitjt- nd integrity 

of women in the exercise oft 1e franchiseJand assert that 

women are sufficiently represented by men, and that women 

can rely upon menito right their wrongs~ I think it is 

notorious that the most persistent objections to Y1oman 

suffruge have come f:rom t:hat element which has given 

public utility corporations pmver over the people. 

It h::is been urged ':1.gai11st equal suffrage that women 

should not vote because they caijiot fi 0 ht. If tffi t c.rgument 

1.n ,. ere carried to its logical conclusion man:, of our 

brightest men would be disfranchised, and we wou1a_ make 

political hero~ et such men as Jc ck Johnson ; 1)ut vve are 

living in a cou11try ,here the l t,;,W abidinr,· citizenf , ho ever 

poor or humble , has a vote eq~al to that oi a Rockefell~ or 
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QJt a Morgan. ~~lhere a man who can ~ :y read or write 
'-

his mdme has a vote e~ua! to that of a J iversity • resident: 

where the cigart;tte 'fj_end, who can1ot pass an examiLntion 

to enter the ~ rmy has a vote equal to that of Theodore 

Rooseve:l. t; Y1here the lame and the blind hL--ve a vote 

equal to tha.t of the most noted athlete,. In other words, 

voting in this country does not depend upon position, 

wealth, superior education, of physical strength. nd so 

vvhen men learn that the race is not alvva~rs to the swift, or 

the battle to ~the strong, and that even men do not 

monopolize courage, strength or p~triotism, an incentive 

is iLsp1red to ~ecognize the political stGtus of women 

as being upon as broad and just a foundation as that of 

man. 

Summing Ul) the m, tter, if there i v~1 er.e no question 

of manhood suffrage or womanhood suffrage, if all 

citizens of this reptrb.lic were confronted vvi th the task of 

government, and the suffrage had not ~s yet been conferred 

on any of them, would there by any hesitancy · in ai. ~arding 

the privilege to men ahd women U}On some basis of equal 

qualification? 

The world needs women's inf'l uenc 1.n public affairs, 

and women need the influence of a larger world, a l~rger 

responsibility than they have been allowe~ to feel. Only 

1Nith men an,:. women developing and Jrogressing side by side 
ca 
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can we expect , .. n approximcttion of tbat splendid clestiny which 

awaits the arousing of all citizens to the exercise of the 
~ 

privilege and responsibility of co cpeation in a government 

for all the peo~le by all the people . 
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