Senafe. CHAS. W. BELL, 36th District.
California Legislature.
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Women have the intelligence, the perserverance, =nd
the honesty of purpose to assist in the uplifting of the ,
State. They have a strength which should not be pessed Gb§7;
aside in the struggle for better things. They are the
complement of men and in the purest sense their co-workers.

In this belief I earnestly ask the consideration of the
following reasons why the proposed amendment granting equal
suff¢rage to women should be adopted.

The reasons why women should vote are the same as the
reasons why men should vote, the same as the reasons for having
& repiublic rather than a monarchy. To vote is simply
to express oneS opinion. A ballot is the instrument used.
Speaking generally the only real qualification governing
its use is intelligence, for without intelligence onefs
opinion on any subject is worthless.

BEqual suffrage would increase the proportion of
educated voters. The high schools of every state in the Union
are graduating more girls than boys - often twice or

three times as many.

There are, in the schools of California, over{10,000 |,

teachers, of whom 85 per cent are women. The teachinéJOf
civies is obligatory. 1Is it fair to expeet a woman,
without that last sign of civic responsibility, the ballot,
such comprehending and practical knowledge of
affairs and machinery as would make her an inspiring
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Mgt
teacher of civies for boys who already feel their importance
as future voters and officeholders? 1Is she in a dignified
position to do so? How can she teach the great ftruths of
democracy - that it derives its authority from thé
eternal rights of nature; that a nation includes all its
social elements and forces; that a true national representation,
therefore, pust include all these; that if one of these
forces is neglected, the desire of this neglected force to be
represented will inveitably lead to the necessity for a
radical change; that the very purpose of the existence of the

nation is the progressive development, happiness, and

activity of all its social elements and forces - how can

she teach these truths and explain the non- }epresentation of

women to clear sighted boys and girls?

wWomen afe conscientious, and it would create a large
reserve vote for civiec rixht¥eousness. Those elements of
the community who are least controlled by the dictates of
congcience are always found among the opponents of
equal suff\rage.

She is interested directly in good government, bad laws
and the non-enforcement of good laws, directly @ffect her
in all of her relations, as home-keeper, wage-earner,
and man's co-worker. Property rights should be represented
on the same basis for men and women. It is fair and right

that those who must pay taxes should have a voice as to

the size of the tax and the way it shall be spent.
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The inalienable rights of person as they are effected
by legislation must be preserved to women and no one can
fully represent her in framing laws which deal with them.

Representative democracy without equal suffgrage is
imposgible, beacuse it is only through this form of
government that people who are subject to laws may have 8
voice in making them, Resﬁiietion of the franchise tends to
encourage aristoc‘r&cy, while equal suffgrage will encourag
democracy.
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INDIRECT INFLUENCE.
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Women all over the United States have accomplished
much civie work without the ballot. lany of the laws and
reforms of the present day relative to the wel\fare of
the child, the protection of women, and of public health and
morals have been inspired and secured by women, but they have
had to arrive at this result by getting someone else to do

the work for them. That ws what an sppeal to g €ity 20uncil

b
or & ?@ate L?éisluture means to a woman without a vote.

She mﬁst get someone to adopt her views and do the work for
her.

Women should have the right to express their
opinions on public matters in a straightforward, simple,
direct manner, and they should receive such consideration

Woman can take part in public
affairs in a womanly way, ang it is because she is 8 woman
that her counsel and opiniongare valuable.
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WOMAN'S PLACH IS THE HOUE.
She is the happiest among women who is blessed with

a home and & family. If women vote it will not destroy

the home. It only means a short time once or twice a

year to go to the poles and deposit a marked piece of paper,

and during these few minutes she wields a power that is g#oing

more to protect her home and all other homes than any other

possible influence, and she need not neglect her household

nor her children in order to do it. Almost any woman

has enough time to go to the poles, and enough time to

inform herself so she can vote intelligently. It has been

said that to enfer the.political arena woman must give up

&
her home interests. This fear is only imagin%waW On the

contrary, she will stick closer to her home after having
reached the goal of her ambition. he will beautify ift,

make it more attractive.  She will embrace the vast dominions
of 1ife, its pains and duties. She Willlébve it and

defend it with devotion and zeal. Her personality, enlarged
by the proofs of her extended activity, will raise the
standard of home higher than ever. Having become an
individuality herself, she will respect the individuality of
her husband and children.

The feeling of responsibility will develop her mind,

e
an&ﬂwoman%who careies on her shoulders human destiny, will
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There will be fewer misundersteod husbands and more
ke
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understanding wives. The home, far from suffering, will
gain by woman's extended sphere of activity/ b

Governor Bryant B. Brooks of Wyoming said: "In the first
place, let me say that nothing can be so far from the
truth as the idea that woman sugggrage hags the slightest
tendency to disrupt the home. Indeed it has the very
opposite effect.”™ GéglfFrancis B, Warren of Wyoming testified:
"I have seen much o%méhe working of woman suffgrage. I have
yet to hear of the first case of domestic discord therefrom.™
Chief Justice Joseph W. Fisher testified: " I have seen the
effect of woman suf%\?age. Instead of encouraging fraud and
corruption it tends greatly to purify elections."

Theodore Roosevelt, says: " I believe in the
rights of woman just as much as I do in those of man, and
indeed a 1ittle more. She can do the best work in her home
if she has healthy outside interests and occupations =
in addition.”

Woméﬁ in their homes are wesponsible for the health,
cleanliness, and the comfort of their families. Many of the
industries which women formerly contrdlled in their own
homes have become matters oﬁfeity andState Alministration,
g0 it is not fair to hold WOman responsible for the cleanliness
and healthfulness of food, and the prevention of disease
unless she has a right to an opinion sbout these matters,
now that they are public questions. The solution of the
problem of Q{Eies which involve unsanitary housing, pois@nous
sewage, infant mortslity, inpure milk, Jjuvenile crime,
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prostitution and drunkenness should have the help of
minds which have in the past attempted to care for children,
clean homes, to prepare foods, and isolate the family from
moral dangers.

However much all Californis women would like to stay
in their homes they can%ot do so. IHconomic conditions
have forced women to sggport themselves and others. They
have been carried by necessity into all the professions and
industries. These relations are constantly affected by
restrainin%/'or remedial legislation in which women have a
right to be heard.
| *— woMAN SUFFYRAGE A SUCCESS.
5 - P, ER o Sr st

Woman suffrage never has failed where it has been

granted. No state or nation has ever repealed it when once

conferred.

L . HOMAN SUFFRAGE NOT AN INNOVATION.

: } : " S
Suffrage cannot now, when considered in its broad

aspect, be called an ;nnovation.

a”wln more than half théﬂstates in the Union women have
the sﬁhool ballot, and their votes ocecasionally turn the
scales in a school election. 1In 2ngland, Scotland, Ireland,
Canada, Kansas, Sweﬁenlanﬁ elsowherekmomen have the
municipal ballot,and their votes have effectively iniluencadm
such elections. In Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Washington,

Australia and New Zealand thousands of women
by

vote for all elective officers, in ding the highest.




Statistics show that where women have equal suffrage
with me%,f@s large a proportion of women vote as men, and a
recent oénaug in New Zealand showed that in the last gegneral
lection a trifle larger fecentaﬁm of women voted than did the
men.

New Zesland gave women the ballot in 1893, and sociolo-

ts declare that all the magnificent reforms which have put

Zealand in the foremost rank of civilization, have had the
support of women often in Oﬁposition to the timid conservatism
of men, The other Austra 14nﬂa?2qt have given suffrage fto
womenfyhd recently the senate of Federated Australia adopted
resolhﬁions expressing satisfaction at the beneficial workings
of women suffrage, and urging that all nstions enjoying a

representative government would be well advised in granting

votes to women.

:[ JTTLIM WARD zzom's CANVASS.

ALl peoP e oufﬂ* to be willing to trust the fairness
of Julia Ward Howe. Mrs. Howe wrote to the ministers and editors
of the enfranchise&fﬁfﬁtes, asking bhme impartially whether
the results of equal suffrage had been good or bad, She
received 624 answers, 62 opposed,
in Tavori
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Judge Lindsey writes in the February Delineator:

"It, woman suffrage, has been one of the great bells that




b g Colorado to the work of flushing Tith from its
hag arouse -0
politics, bettering economie:rconditions, mitigating the

cruelties of industrialism, promoting equal and exact

N
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justice, and making a more wholessome and expansive environment.
.To these ends, in the short space of seventeen ¥y
has aided in placing a score of needed laws on the statute

./

books -- it has reised new standards of public servi of
’

poletical morality and of official honesty."
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Thexﬁf te of Washington is on our own coast, with a
heterogend@ous population in character much 1like that of
California; Seattle has its municipal 1 me & to those

of San Francisceco and Los Ang elvu. A mayor elected on &

liberal platform, a wide-open town, creating a moral atmosphere
that was contrary|both to good government and good homes

was subject to thé provigsions of the recgll. An ideal can-
didate, Dilling, opposed the incumbent, Gill, whom the

interest favored, and who Wwas a favorite in the election

forecasts. The early returns showed Gill far in the lead -

they were from the lower precints of thefgﬁty where vice

and privilege rule, and where few women lived or voted.
As the polling proceeded towards the residential districts

he ti &e began to turn until Gill was engulfed in the adverse
vote of the home districts, where 20,000 out of 23,000

registered women voted.




In the elimination primary for the ensuing councilmenic
election more women proportionally than men voted and chose
the best municipal ticket presented to Seattle. A careful
serutiny of these elections doces not reveal hysteriz, deserted

predominating influence of the ignorant and
women. But it does show that the women
sensible of the fact that the morel
sphere of the community is the best protection that the

OL“e can ll-ve u

RE@\¢LT’“L,TL¢“; Jkuh QU;LI{;CE.
It is highly significant that the women who are
doing either volenteer or paid socisl work all over this
country, are almost unanimous in their belief that they could
do their work better if they could vote. The women who
; . s o oty . oty i o B e
are doing valisnt service on civic committees and playsground
gt
commissions, those working for s proper milk supervision,

-

the probation officers, those on the housing commissions,

all the noble women who are giving tinm% and consideration

to philanthropic work, these women know actual conditionms,
they come in contact with realities. Jane Addams feels
that she could do her work better with the ballot. So does
Floeence XKelley, Ella Elangoung, and the other hosts of
women who are devoting their lives to e welfare of

women and child @/ and the uplift of




sreuments against woman suffrage have been
the operation of equal suffrage in New Zealand,
Finland, Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho and Utah. Hon.

agent general for lew Zealand after commending

)
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the good influence of woman suffrage in that country said:
"And this widens women's lives, brightens their intedlects,
makes their lives fuller and more useful to the country and
none the less charming in the domestic circle."™ CGCharles
Edward Russel said: "I have seen a great many New Zealand

households and they seemed exactly as well ordered, as bright,

cheerful and happy as any other households anywhere on this

celestial globe." J. B. NNe r. United States Counsul at
Auckland, Hew Zealand, wrote; 1e 1late election refutes the
charges made by the opponents of female suffrage that women
are incapable, owing to their inexperience in political

, to exercise the privilege intelligently; they have
fully demonstrated their unmistakable capacity in this
respect beyond the possibility of a doubt, by their
keen appreciation of the issues involved and the s@nsible
diserimination they have displayed in the selection of
candidates." The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Ward, Premier of
New Zealand,6said: "In my opinion the results of en ranchising
the women of llew Zealand have been wholly beneficial.
The statement that the power to vote renders a2 woman less

a4
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attractive or less GOmpgn%gole is utter nonsense ¥AX It enlarges

ir mental horizon and inculcates tolerance. ¥ A proposal
£\ " g
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tablish a séx line in politics would now be laughed at."

Mr. Louis Brandeis is an eminent publicist, whose
devotion to the common welfare has brought him fame for
many years past, he is also a keen lawyer and a practical man
of affairs. That is proved by his brilliant handling of the
Pinchot+Ballinger case, and by his remarkably successful
presentation of the claims of the Eastern shippers in the
recent much discuss investigation of reilway rates
before the Interstate Commerce Commigsion. When, therefore,
Mr, Bzandeis, after frankly admitting that he used to be
opposed to equal suifrage, wesb—en—be sayy’ "My change of
opinion has been the result of my own exnerience in warious
movements with which I have been connected, in endeavoring to

solve the social, economic and political problems which

s 5 W
have presented themselves from time to time, His words ought

to carry conviction.

/
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Dr. Edward Devine, ggltor of the "Survey“,/ﬁenoral
o Fi ; P g 1 »r - ‘é - . ‘ / ;
secretary of the New York Charity Organizastion Societx/ and

4
Schiff Professor of Politecal Hconomy at Columbia, who is
admittedly our best authority on charity work, said: "What
appeals to me is the substantial value, for the advancement

of all the specific causes in which I am interest, of the
active participation of women in the tasks of citizenship;

and the ballot seems to me an ultirate and material expression
of all other means of influence on public affairs."

In courts of law expert evidence’ is regarded as




strong proof. Hereafter, when "expediency" of woman
suffrage is in question, the experience of these men and
women whose public services have made them known all over

the country cannot be overlooked.

R R o TORN TIOMETNT Wem - MO YOmMe
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That ﬁany thousands of women in this state do want
the ballot, and want it very much, is shown by that activity
of the suffrage organizationS. There are fifty of them in this
state working hard for this reform. Many other clubs and
organizations of women in California have endorsed the suffrage
movement, among them the State Federation of Wémen's Club :

g

representing 30,000 women, the Women's Parliment, representing
nearly 8,000 members; the Mother's Congress, representing
7,500 women; & Federation of Furses, and the Federation
of College Women's Clubs. These sare only a few of the organ-
izations which have‘forﬁerly gsignified their desire for the
ballot. There are many others so that the statement that only
& minority of women want to vote, is shown to be unsubstantiated.
In fact, more women are asking for the ballot than have any
disfranchised class of men in the history of the world.

I have heard if contended that woman suffrage would bring
to the polls & mass of unreasoning voters who would become the
prey of unswrupuldus politicians. But unscrupulous politicians,
however, bad, 6 are not fools. They have given a higher estimate
of the ability and virtue of women voters than many good men
and women. Almost to & man they do not want women to vote.

And who ever heard unscrupulous politicians complaining

A
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that ignoranag or vicious people are allowed to vote? Un-
serupulous politicians are more concerned lest women will
vote for morality and decency than that they will votetizkthe

bidding of bribers, tricksters,and grafters. Conceding as

)
we must dogthat the ballot is a moral force - that morality
has entered our politics, the moral force of women is
crippled by the denial of the ballot and hence that denssd
retzrds the advancement of truth and justice.

It is only after strenuous efforts that California bids
fair to restore the government ¢f this State to the people.
But in these conditions I find a reply m;:“aﬁ%%ponents of
woman suffrage who affect to distruet the ability snd integrity
of women in the exercise of the frahchise)ani assert that
women are sufficiently represented by men| and that women
can rely upon men.to right their wrongs! I think it is

notorious that the most persistent objections to woman

\\\% suffrage have come from that element which has given

: public utility corporations power over the people.

It has been urged against equal suffrage that women
should not vote because they caﬁkot fight. If that argument
were garried to its logical conclusion many of our
brightest men would be disfranchised, and we would make

o
political her%s @€ such men as Jack Johnson;, but we are

living in a country where the law abidine citizenf, nowevers.

poor or bumblexhus a vote equal to that of a Rockefellew or




o o Morgan. Where a man who can beswdy read or write
A
his mame has a vote equal to that of a pﬁiversitykfresident:

[

where the cigarttte fiend, who can%ot pass an examination
to enter the army has a vote @guufﬁto that of Theodore
Roosevelt! where the lame and the blind have a vote

equal to that of the most noted athletepy In other words,
voting in this country does not depend upon position,
wealth, superior education, of physical strength. And so
when men learn that the race is not always to the swift, or
the battle to the strong, and that even men do not
monopolize courage, strength or patriotism, an incentive
is irepired to-recognize the political status of women

as being upon as broad and just a foundation as that of

\

man.

L — SUMMARY »
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Summing up the matter, if there:were no question
of manhood suffrage or womanhood suffrage, if all
citizens of this repithlic were confronted with the task of
government, and the suffrage had not as yet been conferred
on any of them, would there by any hesitancy in awarding
the privilege to men and women upon some basgsis of equal
gqualification?

The world needs women's influence in public affairs,
and women need the influence of a larger world, a larger
responsibility than they have been allcocwed to feel. Only

Ty = Y v v S A f O vy = - Y Y - on 3 3 Tt e e
with men and women loping and progressing side by side
ca




can we expect an approximation of that splendid destiny which

awaits the arousing of all citizens to the exercise of the
8, oy >
privilege and responsibility of cotopeation in a government

N

for all the peodble by all the people.
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